
Contents Mad as a Hatter      Page 

Introduction           11 

I. Lost forms of money 

(i) America 

1. Bells     Mexico      17 

2. Beaver fur and beaver (fur) tokens  North America / Canada    18 

3. Cardboard chits and aluminum tokens Missouri     23 

4. Clay pipes    North America     24 

5. Cocoa beans    Mexico      27 

6. Dentalium    California     30 

7. Elk-teeth, bison-teeth and puma-teeth North America     35 

8. Hawock     Westcoast of North America   37 

9. Kolkol     Westcoast of North America   42 

10. Navajo trading rugs   Navajo      44 

11. Obsidian blades    Yurok, Karok, Northern California   46 

12. Obsidian tool money and arrowheads North America, California    49 

13. Pismo Beach shell money   California     51 

14. Poh     California     52 

15. Potlatch-blankets and shields  North America     53 

16. Porcupine quills    Sioux      55 

17. Tajaderas    Mexico, Peru, Ecuador    56 

18. Tobacco and tobacco notes  Southern states     59 

19. Trade beads    North America / Alaska    64 

20. Ül-lo     Westcoast of North Amerika   66 

21. Wampum    Eastcoast / New York    67 

Appendix. Ornament(-money) America 

1. Dentalium / bone chokers and breastplates California     75 

2. Shell rings of the Anasazi   North America (New Mexico)   76 

(ii) Europe 

Pre-monetary   

1. Aes rude, aes signatum and aes grave Roman Empire     81 

2. Amber     Northern part of Europe (and Africa)  85 

3. Arrow heads    Celts      87 

4. Bell money    Celts       89 

5. Bronze hoard money   Celts      91 

6. Dolphin money    Olbia      94 

7. Rainbow saucers    Teutons      97 

8. Ring money    Celts      98 

9. Rouelles (small wheels) and Celtic axes Celts      99 

10. Squirrel furs    Finland and Russia    101 

11. Teeth from Akragas   Sicily      102 

12. Trade bars    Europe      103 

Appendix. Ornament(-money) Europe, protomoney 



1. Proto-money based on fibulae  Roman Empire     107 

Monetary  

2. Assignats    France      111 

3. Copper plate money   Sweden      116 

4. Divided coins    Roman Empire, England, Curaçao, Tibet  118 

5. Electrum    Lydia      120 

6. Gun money    Ireland      121 

7. Inflation money    Germany and present time Zimbabwe  122 

8. Porcelain currency   Germany     127 

9. Puffins     England      128 

10. Stamp money    France, Germany, Spain    129 

11. Tetartemorion    Greece      131  

12. War money    Nazi Germany      133 

Appendix. Zero, eurokits and bitcoins 

1. Zero, eurokits and bitcoins  Present day Europe    141 

(iii) The Netherlands 

1. Bonks     Dutch Indies     149 

2. Camp money    Westerbork, Amersfoort, Den Bosch  150 

3. Clopped currency   Roman Empire and 16th  – 18th century  152 

4. Copper bars    VOC (Ceylon / Sri Lanka)    162 

5. Counter tokens    12th  – 17th  century    163 

6. Dentures    Rural and orthodox religious areas, 1950-1975 167 

7. Emergency issues   80 year war     169 

8. Emergency issues after the 80 year war Dutch Republic     174 

9. Knot chest    Friesland     176 

10. Occupation notes    1st and 2nd World War    178 

11. Pauper tokens    Several cities and churches   180 

12. Plantation money   Dutch Indies     182 

13. Prison money    Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Frederiksoord  186 

14. Receipts and assignats   French occupation    188 

15. Silver bars    VOC (Dutch Indies)    193 

16. Tokens     Several cities     195 

17. Winteraid issues    2nd World War     197 

 

II. Offering money and grave gifts 

 

1. Aiyu     Nigeria      201 

2. Barava     Solomon Islands     203 

3. Baretule     Ghana      206 

4. Bi discs     China      208 

5. Boat money    Thailand     210 

6. Bridge money    China      211 

7. Cash money and statues   Bali       212 

8. Cowries and cowry mantles  Nigeria      215 

9. Fish money    Zhou dynasty, China    221 

10. Funeral tokens    Maastricht     222 

11.  ‘Gold Cake’ funeral money  China, Han dynasty    226 



12. Halbeard money    China      227 

13. Handa H crosses    Zimbabwe     229 

14. Hell money    China and Vietnam    231 

15. Loloi     New Brittain     232 

16. Magatama    Japan      239 

17. Milagros    Mexico, South America    240 

18. Miniature kyee zee   Vietnam, Birma, Thailand    241 

19. Nassa currency mats   Papua New Guinea    245 

20. Rings and bronze bars   Austria, Germany and the Baltic Coast  247 

21. Stylished excised shell head   Solomon Islands      248 

22. Temple money    Thailand     249 

23. Velours du Kasai    Congo      251 

24. Wa wa yu and grasshopper money  China      252 

Photograph credits          255 

Literature           257 

The author           263 

About ‘Women, Pigs and Shells’         265 

 

 


