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I. Lost forms of money 

(i) Oceania 

1. Axeheads and stone axes   Australia, Papua New Guinea, Trobriand Islands 22 

2. Bagi shell money    Trobriand Islands (see ‘kula’)   27 

3. Bareke, bakhia, poata, andana and hokata  Solomon Islands      29 

4. Bat mandibles    Fiji, Nieuw Ierland, Solomon eil., Nieuw Guinea  32 

5. Beetle leg strings    Wuvulu, San Matthias Island   33 

6. Bilum     Papua New Guinea    34 

7. Birok     New Ireland     37 

8. Boomerang    Central Australia     38 

9. Cassowary-feathers (quills) money  New Britain, Papua New Guinea   39 

10. Cholochol    Caroline Islands / Yap    41 

11. Coconut shell string and tekaroro  Gilbert Islands, Caroline Islands, PNG, Yap  42 

12. Cowries     Oceania, Papua New Guinea    43 

13. Dagger money    Papua New Guinea    48 

14. Dangangtang (zie Wela)   Papua New Guinea    165 

15. Dibidibi     Torres Strait Islands    49 

16. Diwarra     New Britain     50 

17. Doba     Trobriand Islands    

 52 

18. Dog teeth, pig teeth and shark teeth  Papua New Guinea   

 53 

19. Dolphin  teeth    Malaita, Solomon Islands    56 

20. Feathersticks    Melanesia      59 

21. Fish hook money    Solomon Islands, Marshall Islands   60 

22. Fish teeth    Buka Island, Bougainvilla    61 

23. Glass rings    Papua New Guinea    62 

24. Girdles of human hair    Australia and Micronesia    63 

25. Jé stones     Dani, Papua New Guinea   

 65 

26. Kesa     Solomon Islands     66 

27. Ketekome    Solomon Islands     69 

28. Kina     Papua New Guinea    70 

29. Kula shell money    Trobriand Islands   

  74 

30. Lave     Solomon Islands     79 

31. Lonka lonka    Australia     81 

32. Mat money    Yap, Vanuatu, S. Matthias, Tikopia, Samoa  83 

33. Mbokomo    Solomon Islands     86 

34. Mikak     Papua New Guinea    87 

35. Mis     New Ireland     88 

36. Mokakina    Papua New Guinea    93 

37. Mok mok     New Britain     98 

38. Mwali shell money   Trobriand Islands (see also ‘kula’)   100 

39. Nassa shell bands and headbands  Papua New Guinea    101 

40. Nassa shell mats     Papua New Guinea, New Britain   103 

41. Ndap and Nko    Rossel Island, Papua New Guinea   105 

42. Osidian money    Papua New Guinea and the Admirality Islands  108 



43. Omak     Papua New Guinea    109 

44. Sago storage pots    Papua New Guinea   

 110 

45. Salt      Papua New Guinea    111 

46. Skirt money    New Caledonia, New Guinea, Trobriand Islands 114 

47. Skull money    Torres Strait Islands, New Guinea, Borneo  117 

48. Shell rings    Papua New Guinea    119 

49. Shell rods    Papua New Guinea    120 

50. Tabua and kalo (sperm whale teeth)  Fiji     

 122 

51. Tafuliae’    Malaita, Solomon Islands    124 

52. Taik or reng    Caroline Islands     127 

53. Talipun     Papua New Guinea    129 

54. Tapa money    Samoa, Fiji     131 

55. Tekaroro (see coconut shell string)  Marshall Islands, Gilbert Islands   42 

56. Teau or feather roll   Santa Cruz Islands    133 

57. Tobacco money    New Guinea, South Africa, Melanesa  139 

58. Toluk and Udoud    Palau     

 140 

59. Tridacna giant shell ring (apek and yua) Papua New Guinea    143 

60. Tuali or enk    New Britain     152 

61. Tusks     Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea   155 

62. Vula      New Britain and New Ireland   159 

63. Wauri and O    Torres Strait Islands    162 

64. Whale tooth (see ‘Tabua’)   Fiji      124 

65. Wela, dangangtang and rarup-chains Papua New Guinea, Flores   

 165 

66. Yap-stones    Yap      169 

67. Yar mother of pearl money  Yap      173 

68. Zaru     Solomon Islands     175 

Appendix. Ornament(-money) Oceania 

69. Bipane, shell nose money    Papua New Guinea    178 

70. Kapkap / Dala-kapkap   Solomon Islands, New Ireland   180 

71. Koiyu     Papua New Guinea    182 

72. La’oniasi    Solomon Islands     183 

73. Nelo and other nose money of turtle / shell Solomon Islands     185 

74. Otsj, bone nose money    Papua New Guinea    186 

75. Tema     Solomon Islands     188 

76. Usu usu     Solomon Islands     191 

(ii) Asia 

1. Bamboo money    China      194 

2. Bung or keloh    Philippines     196 

3. Canoe money    Sumatra      197 

4. Cannon money    Brunei      198 

5. Cardboard money    Japan     

 200 

6. Cash coins, money trees and key money China      201 

7. Cash coins, bundle   Indonesia     204 

8. Coin swords    China      207 

9. Cowries     China      209 

10. Deoganta    India / Tibet     211 

11. dZi beads    Tibet      212 

12. Flower and leaf money   Thailand     

 214 

13. Gambir cubes or katju   Indonesia     216 



14. Gambling tokens     Thailand    

  217 

15. Ghost head money   China      220 

16. Gong money    Sumba      221 

17. Ka-K’im    Thailand     

 223 

18. Kanatar (see Loda)   Sumba Islands, Indonesia    236 

19. Kris (dagger-) money   Malaysia     225 

20. Kuan Ming banknote   China      226 

21. Kyee Zee    Vietnam      228 

22. Lang en tien silver bars   Vietnam      232 

23. Larins     Persia , Ceylon, Maledives, Java   234 

24. Loda or kanatar    Sumba Islands, Indonesia    236 

25. Mamuli     Sumba Islands, Indonesia    237 

26. Miniature  bronzes   China      239 

27. Mokko     Alor, Indonesia     244 

28. Pod Duang    Thailand     

 249 

29. Silver adornment money   Thailand, Birma, Laos, China   251 

30. Small axes    China, Thailand     255 

31. Spade money    China      256 

32. Sycee     China      258 

33. Taj gandja    Sulawesi     265 

34. Terracotta tokens    Persia      266 

35. Tea tile money    China      267 

36. Tigertongues    Thailand     

 270 

37. Tin money (pitis / moneytree)  Malaysia     272 

38. Tok (Nghön hôi)    Thailand     

 274 

39. Tokugawa coin plates   Japan      277 

Appendix. Bulletmoney of Sumatra and Borneo 

40. Bulletmoney (iron)   Sumatra, Borneo     280 

(iii) Africa 

The tribes of Africa, maps      

1. Guinea and surrounding area        285 

2. Nigeria and surrounding area        286 

3. Sudan and surrounding area        287 

4. Gabon and surrounding area        288 

5. Congo Kinshasha / Democratic Republic of Congo (map 5 A and 5 B)    289 

6. East- and South-Africa         291 

Lost Forms of Money 

1. Afo hoes    Nigeria      294 

2. Alo     Nigeria      295 

3. Amber     Tchad, Mali, Guinea, Suudan   296 

4. Anchor money    Gabon, Congo     299 

5. Anklet money of the Dan   Liberia and Ivory coast    300 

6. Anklet money of the Jonga  Congo      301 

7. Bananaseeds    Uganda      303 

8. Bandaka     Cameroun / Tchad   

 304 

9. Baso     Congo      305 

10. Bell / double bell / single bell  Cameroun     306 



11. Bokonga and Konga   Congo      309 

12. Boloko or elephant rib   Kongo      312 

13. Bongo (see loggoh kullet)   Sudan      367 

14. Bracelet money     Ivory coast     314 

15. Bubi iron pieces    Equatorial Guinea    315 

16. Chamba-hoes    Nigeria      316 

17. Cheetem, calabar and loshi  Nigeria      317 

18. Cone shells    East-, Central- and South Africa   318 

19. Copper bars    Congo      321 

20. Cowries     Africa      322 

21. Dance girdles    Kirdi, Cameroun     326 

22. Dikonga     Congo      327 

23. Djokélebalé    Congo, Cameroun, Gabon    328 

24. Dubil and mbel    Nigeria, Cameroun    329 

25. Dupa     Cameroun     331 

26. Ebaka     Congo      332 

27. Egg shell chain    South West Afrika    334 

28. Elephant tail and elephant hair money Congo      335 

29. Ensuba     Gabon      336 

30. Figure 8 money    Congo      238 

31. Fish hook money     Gabon     

 239 

32. Fur money    Madagaskar     340 

33. Glass cowries    Africa      341 

34. H crosses and Katanga crosses  Zimbabwe, Congo    342 

35. Hungana hoe money    Congo      347 

36. I or double T    Zambia      348 

37. Idoma iron rods    Nigeria      349 

38. Iron horsemen    Mali      350 

39. Ikakalaka    Congo       351 

40. Ikonga     Congo      352 

41. Ivory     Congo      353 

42. Iwenga or kundja    Congo      354 

43. Jembe     Tanzania     355 

44. Kissi-pennies    Nigeria      356 

45. Konga bracelet money (see Bokonga) Congo      309 

46. Konga copper rods   Congo      358 

47. Kul     Tchad      360 

48. Kwa (see under ‘munsela’)  Congo      361 

49. Kwasunting    Nigeria      362 

50. Lakyeeng    Congo Kinshasa     363 

51. Lele iron money    Congo      364 

52. Liganda     Congo      365 

53. Likonga     see ‘Ebaka’     332 

54. Loggoh Kullet and melot   Sudan      367 

55. Lokolo     Congo       370 

56. Mal     Uganda, Sudan     371 

57. Mandjong    Gabon      373 

58. Manilla’s    West Africa     376 

59. Maria Theresia thalers and cartridges Ethiopia      384 

60. Masonia, caterpillar money  South Africa / Zimbabwe    386 

61. Mat money    Congo      387 

62. Mbili Ngbaka    Zaire      391 

63. Mbole spear money   Congo      392 

64. Millefiori and other beads   Africa      394 

65. Money trees    Yoruba, Nigeria     396 

66. Mundu     Tanzania     397 

67. Munsela, lingeme, bokona en kwa  Congo      398 

68. Neck manilla    Yoruba, Nigeria     399 



69. Neck adornments    Nigeria     

 400 

70. Ngindza or Bubu throwing knife  Central African Republic    401 

71. Ogoja penny and kwa   Nigeria / Congo Kinshasa    403 

72. Onganda    Congo      404 

73. Onion bullets     Mali      407 

74. Onlua     Congo (Brazzaville)    408 

75. Oshele     Congo      409 

76. Otieni      Gabon and Congo Brazzaville   412 

77. Purr purr     Nigeria      413 

78. Raffia-mat / raffia-roll   Africa      414 

79. Sakania     Chad, Cameroun, Nigeria    415 

80. Salt money    Mali, Ethiopia, Nigeria    416 

81. Shi hoe     Congo Kinshasa     420 

82. Sompé     Ivory coast     421 

83. Spear money of the Ngbaka  Congo      422 

84. Spiral rods    Congo      425 

85. Su!u (double hoe)   Nigeria      426 

86. Tajere     Cameroun, Nigeria    427 

87. Talhakimt    Mali, Niger, Mauretania    428 

88. Tokenge, okanda and mapuka  Congo Kinsh     429 

89. Tukula     Congo      430 

90. Umbrella money    Tchad      431

  

91. Vere and Chamba chains   Nigeria      433 

92. Zinder cross    Nigeria      434 

93. Zong     Gabon      436 

Appendix. Prestige objects and adornment money Africa 

94. Arm shield    Togo      438 

95. Bango     Congo      439 

96. Bird’s head knife    Gabon      440 

97. Bunga or Mungere   Congo      441 

98. Coil money    Cameroun     442 

99. Dadiya knives    Nigeria      443 

100. Ekonda ceremonial knife   Congo      444 

101. Execution sword    Congo      445 

102. Fantasy iron pieces   Cameroun     446 

103. Hook money    Nigeria      447 

104. Horsehead-‘money’   Nigeria, Cameroun    448 

105. Kirdi ceremonial hoes   Nigeria, Cameroun    449 

106. Masura     Central Nigeria     450 

107. Orphan money    Sudan      451 

108. Rosettes     Nigeria      452 

109. Scythe     Nigeria      453 

110. Snake ’money’    Nigeria      454 

111. Throwing knives    Congo, Tchad, Cameroun    455 

112. Tolo kajin    Ivory coast     456 

113. Trombash     Sudan      457 

114. Zande throwing knives   Congo, South Sudan    458 

115. Zapp-o-zapp    Zaire      460 
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